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Who we are and where we fit.



Highway Statutory Consultee:

• Provide the highway and 
transportation 
recommendation on behalf of 
the highway authority for all 
major planning applications to 
ensure that development is 
Safe and sustainable and in 
accordance with national and 
local policy

Defined in Article 22 of Town and Country 
Planning (Development Management 
Procedure Order) 2015 Schedule 4.



Pre-application Advice

Planning Application – M&EDT consulted on 
all residential applications over 10 dwellings 

and large employment sites, retail –
Transport Assessment

Development Team – provides the view of 
the highway authority

Negotiations with applicant/developer to 
secure appropriate mitigation

Formal response will set out conditions 
which may include off-site mitigation/bus 

service provision/travel plan

Legal agreements will secure any financial 
contributions associated with the highway 

mitigation

If application gains permission, off-site works 
are delivered and on-site infrastructure 

progressed with legal agreements



Assessing Transport impacts

All Major residential applications over 100 
dwellings should have a Transport 

Assessment and a Travel Plan



Policy Framework – Government and local guidance

National Planning 
Policy Framework 
(NPPF) - Para 109

Development should only 
be prevented or refused 
on transport grounds if 
there would be an 
unacceptable impact on 
highway safety or the 
residual cumulative impact 
of the development would 
be severe

NPPF

Manual for Streets 1 and 2 Guidance
MfS 1

MfS 2

Safe Sustainable Development

SSD



Assessing the Transport Implications of a Major Development:

Suitability of the highway 
network
• Can vehicles pass safely
• Avoid standing traffic 

(particularly at bends)
• Junctions on route need 

adequate levels of visibility
• Adequate public transport 

access and active travel links

Corridors of movement –
• aim to minimise points of conflict at 

junctions and accesses where the risk is at 
its greatest.

• Principal Routes have a strategic role –
carrying traffic between centres of 
population

• Development in the vicinity of these roads 
or their junctions adds significant local 
traffic movements which prejudice their 
ability to carry out this function



Assessing the Transport Implications of a Major Development:

Cumulative impact is severe –
NPPF Para 109

• Queue lengths and blocking back to other 
junctions

• Increase in delay (albeit in a locational 
context)

• Junction capacity is exceeded (again in a 
locational context)

• Junctions cannot be improved to mitigate 
impact

• Development does not maximise the 
opportunity to travel by sustainable modes 



Assessing the Transport Implications of a Major Development
The Transport Assessment

• Sets out the highway and 
transport issues

• Identifies mitigation measures

• Forms the basis of negotiation 
between the highway authority 
and developer



Assessing the Transport Implications of a Major Development
The Transport Assessment

Assessing the impact of development

• Assessment Years

• Analysis Period

• Development Trip Generation

• Impact of COVID

• Trip Distribution

• Committed Development

• Sustainable Travel



Assessing the Transport Implications of a Major Development

Safety and 
Network 
Analysis

Technical/Design

Green 
Infrastructure

Programmes 
and Funding

Passenger 
Transport

Area and 
Maintenance

Development Team



Assessing the Transport Implications of a Major Development
MitigationPrimarily secured by Planning Condition

Can include:
• New junctions and existing junction  

improvements
• Additional footways/cycleways and crossing 

facilities
• Improved bus services or bus infrastructure
• Travel Plan

Must be:
• Necessary to make the development 

acceptable in planning terms
• Directly related to the development
• Fairly and reasonably related in scale and 

kind to the development



Assessing the Transport Implications of a Major Development
Recommendation

NCC as Highway Authority is a 
consultee/technical advisor in the 
planning process. The Local Planning 
Authority is the determining authority.

The Highway Recommendation must:
• Accord with local and national policy and be 

defendable at appeal



Assessing the Transport Implications of a Major Development
What does good development look like?



Any questions?
& 

Thank You


